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PART I — INTRODUCTION 

 
Purpose of the Special Meeting of Synod 

This Special Meeting of Synod has been called to consider amendments to the Constitution and Canons of 

the Diocese of Qu’Appelle. 

The amendments to the Constitution received first approval at the May 2025 regular meeting of Synod. 

Section 9 of the Constitution requires a second approval before those amendments take effect. A copy of 

the Constitution containing the proposed amendments is included in the Convening Circular. 

Synod will also consider proposed amendments to the Canons. Because amendments have been made 

throughout the Canons, it is proposed that the existing Canons be repealed and replaced with the 

proposed new Canons. The comparison document included in the Convening Circular shows the existing 

Canons in the left-hand column and the proposed Canons in the right-hand column, with substantive 

changes highlighted in yellow. 

The Legislation Committee recommends that Synod approve the amendments to the Constitution and the 

replacement of the existing Canons by the new Canons. 

Background to the Canonical Review 

The proposed new Canons are the result of a detailed review of the existing Constitution and Canons 

undertaken by the Legislation Committee since November 2024. The Canons had not undergone a 

complete review since about 1990. 

The Committee initially focused on Canons 1, 2, 9, 18, 21 (section G. only) and 22, amendments to which 

were approved at the May 2025 Synod. Since July 2025, the Committee has met monthly, and more 

frequently in recent months, to complete the review of the remaining Canons. This work has also resulted 

in further proposed amendments to some of the Canons approved in May 2025. 

Principles Guiding the Revision 

The Committee concluded that the existing structure of the Canons continues to serve the needs of the 

Diocese and has retained that structure. Its review was guided by the following principles: 

• Relevance: ensuring that the Canons reflect changed circumstances and current good governance 

practices and addressing outdated provisions. 

Examples include changing the age of an Eligible Member for election to Synod from 18 to 16, while 

retaining age 18 for election to the Board of Trustees (Canons 1, 13); simplifying the quorum for the annual 

informational meeting of Synod (Canon 2); removing male-only gender references and updating titles; 

updating provisions concerning Clergy remuneration and other matters (Canons 19, 20); and revising 

Discipline provisions for consistency with requirements of the Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada (Canon 

28). 

• Accuracy: using language that accurately reflects the intended meaning, defined terms and allocation of 

responsibilities. 

• Brevity: expressing ideas concisely and without unnecessary repetition. 

• Clarity: using clear language and eliminating ambiguity to prevent misinterpretation. 

Examples: Examples include clarifying voting rights at Synod, Diocesan Council and other Diocesan bodies, 

and requirements for financial statements of Parishes and Congregations. 

• Consistency: using defined terms, terminology and style consistently and correcting inconsistent 

provisions. 

• Organization: presenting similar information in a consistent order and using consistent language. 

• Completeness: ensuring that requirements are fully set out, or that key requirements are stated in the 

Canons with additional details provided in Regulations where appropriate. 
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Examples include providing for observers at Synod; adding a minimum notice requirement for Diocesan 

Council meetings; providing for the absence of quorum at a Diocesan Council meeting; clarifying which 

governance rules for standing committees also apply to the Board of Trustees; and allowing the Board of 

Trustees to seek advice from experts. 

Explanation of the voting process 

The proposed amendments require the approval of a 2/3 majority of Synod members present and voting at 

the meeting. 

Following presentation of the proposed amendments to the Constitution, the Chair will invite a motion to 

approve them (see Agenda, First Sitting, #3). If moved and seconded, the motion will be open for 

discussion and, following disposal of any subsidiary motions, will be put to a vote by show of hands. 

The proposed new Canons will then be considered individually in the same manner. Approval of each new 

Canon will be provisional until all have been reviewed (see Agenda, First Sitting, #4). 

If all proposed new Canons are provisionally approved, with or without changes, Synod will be asked to 

consider a final resolution repealing all prior Canons, approving the new Canons as a whole, and 

authorizing the Chancellor to make minor editorial changes necessary to finalize them (see Agenda, Third 

Sitting, #2). 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marie-France Menc 

Chancellor and Chair of Legislation Committee  
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PART II - AGENDA 

 

 

Special Meeting of Synod 

Saturday 3rd October 2026 

 

Cathedral Church of St Paul 

1861 McIntyre St, Regina 
 

8:30 a.m.  Registration Opens (at the Cathedral) 

 

9:00 a.m.  Opening Eucharist (Qu’Appelle Liturgy)  

in the Nave of the Cathedral 

 

9:45 a.m.  Special Synod open 

   FIRST SITTING 
1. Confirmation of Quorum 

 

2. Introduction  

 

3. Constitution: Second Approval 

Resolution 1 – Approval of Amendments to the Constitution  

Resolved that the amendments to Section 1, Section 4, Section 5 and Section 8 of 

the Constitution of the Synod of the Diocese of Qu’Appelle, in the form of such 

Sections set out in Schedule 1 to this Convening Circular, be approved. 

 

4. Canon 1 (and each Canon thereafter) 

Resolution 2 – Amendments to Canon 1 

Resolved that the existing Canon 1 of the Synod of the Diocese of Qu’Appelle be 

repealed and replaced with the new Canon 1 in the form presented at this meeting, 

[as amended at this meeting], and that the new Canon1[as amended] be enacted as 

Canon 1 of the Synod of the Diocese of Qu’Appelle, subject to final approval of all of 

the new Canons, with or without further amendments to this Canon. 

 

Resolutions 3 to 31- Amendments to Canons 2 to 28 

As above for Canon 1 (with required Canon number changes) 

____________________________________________________________ 

11:15 a.m.  BREAK 

____________________________________________________________ 

11:30 a.m.  SECOND SITTING 
   Continuation of Canons approval 
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____________________________________________________________ 

12:30 p.m.  LUNCH (light lunch provided) 

____________________________________________________________ 

1:15 p.m.  THIRD SITTING 
  1.  Continuation of Canons approval 

   

2.   Repeal of all Prior Canons, Final Approval of all New Canons 

RESOLVED that any and all prior Canons of the Synod of the Diocese of 

Qu’Appelle existing prior to this meeting, and any amendments thereto, be 

repealed, effectively immediately, without prejudice to any actions taken under 

them prior to repeal. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the new Canons 1 to 28, in the form 

presented at this meeting upon this motion being made, and to be attached to 

this Resolution, be enacted as the Canons of the Synod of the Diocese of 

Qu’Appelle, effective immediately. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chancellor (Chair of Legislation 

Committee), in consultation with the Bishop and Synod Office, be authorized 

to correct typographical errors, numbering, cross-references, punctuation and 

other non-substantive editorial matters arising from the amendments adopted 

by Synod, provided that no such correction alters the substance or effect of 

any provision approved by Synod. 

 

3. Bishop’s Closing Remarks  

 

4. Closing Prayer 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNOD INFORMATION  
 

• WHERE AND WHEN? 

- This Special Synod of the Diocese of Qu’Appelle will take place at the Cathedral Church of St 

Paul, Regina 

- There will be an opening Eucharist at 9am in the Cathedral. 

- The Synod should conclude around 3pm 

 

• HOSPITALITY 

- There will be refreshments available and a light lunch will be provided 

 

• REGISTRATION 

- Begins at 8.30am at the Cathedral 

 

• TRAVEL EXPENSES 

- Mileage will be reimbursed to individuals attending who have submitted a claim form (available 

from the website / hard copy available on the day) 

-  

• WHAT TO BRING WITH YOU 

- This Convening Circular. Personal travel mug, pen and paper for notes, good attitude, sense  

of humour.  
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PART III — SCHEDULES 
 

Schedule 1 – Constitution 

CONSTITUTION 
OF THE SYNOD OF THE DIOCESE OF QU'APPELLE 

1980; amended 1985, 1987, 1991, 2015, 2017 

1. The Diocese of Qu'Appelle is the body corporate of the Anglican Church of Canada given 

corporate status by a special Act of the Parliament of Canada, The Qu’Appelle Synod Act, Statutes 

of Canada 1885 (48-49 Vict.), chapter 33, assented to on the 1st of May, 1885. 

 
The geographic boundaries of the Diocese are as set forth in The Qu’Appelle Synod Act, as 

modified and amended by subsequent legislation of the Synod of the Province of Rupert’s Land 

(now named the Ecclesiastical Province of The Northern Lights). 

2. The Diocese was established to, and continues to uphold, support, and extend the doctrine, 

discipline and sacraments of Christ as the Anglican Church has received the same, and as they 

are set forth in the Book of Common Prayer of the Anglican Church of Canada. 

 

3. The Synod may deliberate, decide upon, and legislate in respect of all matters affecting the 

interests of the Church in the Diocese but shall have no jurisdiction to deal with any matters 

affecting the doctrine or worship of the Church, other than to make submissions in regard to 

such matters for the consideration of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. 

 

4. The Synod will be the governing body of the Diocese. The Synod includes: shall includes have 

the following members:  

 

a. the Bishop, 

 

b. the Bishop Co-adjutor, 

 

c. the Bishop Suffragan, 

 

d. clergy licensed by the Bishop and not under ecclesiastical censure, excluding those holding 

only honorary or emeritus titles,  

 

e. clergy on leave of absence with the permission of the Bishop, excluding clergy not licensed 

to a particular ministry, 

 

f. licensed lay Incumbents, 

 

g. recognized postulants for ordination sponsored by the Diocese, 

 
h. delegates elected from each Parish located within the Diocese, 

 

i. the Executive Officer, 

 

j. the Director of Administration, 
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k. the Chancellor, 

 

l. the Vice-Chancellor, 

 

m. the Registrar, 
 

n. members of the Board of Trustees, and 

 

o. two up to six youth delegates from each Archdeaconry of the Diocese appointed by the 

Bishop, 

 

all of whom must be communicants. 

5. The Bishop has the authority both spiritual and temporal, inherent in his the Bishop’s office, and 

responsibilities which are further defined in the Canons of the Diocese. 

 

6. The Cathedral and Diocesan Offices of the Diocese will be located in the City of Regina, in the 

Province of Saskatchewan. 

 

7. The Synod will elect a council to be known as the Diocesan Council to manage the affairs of the 

Diocese; which Council will meet at least three times in each calendar year. The Diocesan 

Council shall have power to elect an Executive Committee to act on behalf of the Diocesan 

Council. The Diocesan Council may appoint such other committees as are considered necessary 

for the proper administration of the Diocese. 

 

8. The rules of the Synod will be set forth in Canons. which. The Canons may only be amended by 

recommendation of the Diocesan Council or the Legislation Committee of the Diocesan 

Council made before a regular or special meeting of Synod, or by service of notice of intent 

motion being filed with the Executive Officer/ Executive Archdeacon at least three months prior 

to a regular or special meeting of the Synod, and any such amendment must be approved at 

such meeting of Synod by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting. 

 

9. No amendment, addition or alteration to this Constitution shall be made except in accordance 

with the following provisions: 

(a) Any proposed amendment must be presented to the Legislation Committee at least 

three months prior to the next meeting of Synod. 

(b) The Legislation Committee shall review the proposed amendment and make a 

recommendation to the next meeting of Synod. 

(c) No amendment to the Constitution shall take effect unless the proposed amendment 

has been approved at a meeting of Synod by a two-thirds majority of those present 

and voting and afterwards by a like majority at the next following meeting of Synod;  

provided, however that any proposed amendment in the Constitution may become 

effective immediately if sub-sections (a), (b) and (c) of this Section 9 have been 

complied with and the proposal has been approved at Synod by unanimous favourable 

vote of all members present. 
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Schedule II – Amended Canons 
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